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Some ſeaſonableand modeſt 
Thoughts,in order to the furtherance 


and promoting the affairs of Religion 
22d the Gofhel, eſpecially ny, j 


Mainly . 


Tending tothe diſcovery of the evills 
, of-extrgams, and the [pirie of Errour and: 
_—_ fucuets, and the beget- 


of a duetemper and moderation of 
* Judgement, with an univerfall ove 
and peace amongſt us. 


. All, rationally ,materially, and 
very moderately handled. 


£289 By 3. L. Eſquire. » De4d" 

The firſt inſcription, recerving the ſecond Edition, with ſome 
Letters and paſſager of M. Baxters ( the famed Miniſter of 
Kiderminſter ) «»to the Awthor in order to the contents, con- 
ceived of very ſpecial uſe te this ſeaſon and conſideration of the 
godly judicions Miniſtry. 
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S; quid bic pietati, ſ5 quid bonis mo- 
ribs, ſs quid ſacris liters, ſs quid Chri- ' 
ſtane eccleſue conſenſui of nid ullt veri- | 
tati diſſentaneum 2 me dium eft? id nec 


dium efto. Grotius in Proleg. de jure 
Belli + Pacis. c 
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To theright Honourable Sir Arthur 
Hafilrigge, one of the moſt Ho: 
nourable members of 
PARLIAMENT, 


- -\ 


- = Pray let it not amuſe you, that theſe rude pas 
4 \4}® -}, 


AP pers ſalute = - m ſo remote a corner 
Ar 1-e Lend, by thew yew may perceive ſome 
ſecamiling of the extent of your great virtues 
and merits, and if they bring along 4 trom- 
ble to you in the peruſall C even but of this one page ) you 
may thank your own gooaneſſe as acceſſary to it, who now 
about 12 years paſi was pleaſed to afford a more then or- 
dinary acceptance bo omre poor leavs of the ſame Authors, 
to which theſe do relate as to matter and ſubje&, intitu- 
led The Parliament explained to Wales. And Sir,h.-. 
ving rewembred you of ſo much, Iwill now acquaint you 
with almoſt a wonder. © 1hat you wil hard/y believ:| then 
as Ithought,having been delivered of that birth, yet I 
have ever fince, and ſtill do, go in travail with it; for tru- 
ever bnce that time I parted from you, at your thes 
bir at 1111 Inever ſcarce enjoyed a good hour all 
aleng of thoſe leaves, what with reproaches now, —_— 
42 
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for, q 11d 
non Pa'- 
liamenit 


1nd dmgers then, Tpraiſe God, mypatience hath under- 
gou no [mall temptations ; but how # aud how far? you 
ſhalt briefly otherwiſe be informed, onely let me add,may 
the Lordſend us leſs Law, and more Juſtice, hoping that 
thoſe worthies and you,whom God hath ſo ſignally owned, 
and who already have done ſo great things, and much 
more is expeted from, will hold it no great matter of 
difficulty, to relieve and reſcue a poor oppreſſed friend. 
( juſſering in, and for your Cauſe) from the phangs of 
Laws &* muicious Malignants. Indeed Idid lately,inthe 
late L4 ProteGors time,make ſome ſ peciall. 1pplications 
to thoſe of my Conntry-men eminent about bien. for my 
proteFion and indempnity, but they were ſo intent upon 
their ambition, that tbeywould not remember poor Jo- 
leph, and mhat was offered in my behalfe to their Sym- 
pathy they did not Chriſtian-like lay it to their hearts, 
but courtier-like clap it in their pockets, ſor which 1 wiſh 


' them forgiveneſs, But Sir, theſe leaves, whatever their 


M.Byx- 
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matter and handling is,Tam ſure their temdeney.is good, 
the firſt Edition was three years paſt, to the: then Prote- 
Ctor ; but ſtill my ſaid Country- men, to whoſe hands, af- 
rer a chargeable minter Jonrney, I truſted th:m ( it ſeems 
jealons they ſhould tell ſome tales) ſtill obſtruFed theme. 
This ſecond Edition becauſe moſtly occaſioned, through 
ſome paſſages unto meginorder to them from an excellent 
man ( whoſe-n1me I know is precious to you and- all good 
men ) 1ſendfo'th under your patronege( for howeſt men 
and books had need to bewell garded theſe times.) = ſo 
much as is mine,as Ithen ſaid, they pretend no higher 
inſpiration, then ſome harmeleſs reading, and truths 
( a5 wiſe men ſay) lying in abdito, may baply ſometimes 
be deſcryed amid the ſhades of woods and mountains, 
rather then in thee ozſe and throng of the world : they 
tend 
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ted to tha #f the evi Hoof exive 19079008 ie Vie 
ſame: reve ſoul ſaid, ath overdoing" in" whe work Baxter 
of God, 'i+ wndeing > This | fols'y” hinebre/(ous 

appin'ſſe, and Tverily believe, this ſpirit of diſſention 
was never meerer 4 diſcoverie then'now; awd | hope ſuch 
a ſpirit a1-as between Jolephranithiv Byrthron, is ma- 
hong. toward us, and then not only Enpland;butigreet 
Brittairyfor ever happy, and for ever glorious, and Thope 
thoſe poor leaver,andeſpeciallygwhat is of Mr. BANTER, 

will y conmtribute:towards that gyet felicity, 

Aud truely it is moſt pitions, that —_— Chriſtians, 

all. parties being  ſomeartogether in \ ther principles , 
ſhould be fo mide, and diftant in their affeFionss nt 

unlike, as is reported of joe ſpired monntains with us 

in Wales, mhere ſhepheards nay talk one with the other 

on the tops, bat ſcarce cam meet together in'a _ oe 

days trawail 5. ſo 'is the muny meceſſries , ou hone nes 
aud ſundamentalls,we.come all cloſe together bulimey 2 mane ad 
yet nnhappily, for ſome lower opinions and \ \fperan' _—— 
circumſtantialls , we ever ſtand at diſtance Gyr. 164: oath 
and will never ſhake hanuls : and it would fleaſe God' 
all. good mex would duely lay it to bears, what 4 wound 
Religjion,and Chriſtianity ſuffers thereby,end to look be- 
youdour ſelvs,& to confider,that evew Turks Of Pagani © 
are confirmed in their ſuperſtitions darkneſſe, by our di- 
viſions, and the only.wayto haſten't his great bleſſing to 
our ſelves, and the world, be, for all ' good Chi4ſt3e 
ans, eſpecially of the Rulerng. and Miniſterial! r 3-4 
degreesryto ſuffer thoſe falſe ſires ( for lights Til ire bardly 
call ther) of paſſcon audi prejudice, clean to go ont int 
them, and to letyright Reaſon,and Grace, Gods two great 
luminaries, kindly to rule and ſhine in their Orbes, 1heir 
minds and. intelleFs, But HONOURABLE S1K, 
A 3 Not 


Wot to keep you from your great affairs #00 long in this 
Porch, pm focud a word anc to my ſelf, tract 


S1R, 1find my drooping thoughts wot a little revived, 
to behold the ſtrange diſpoſing of divine providence before 

our eyes, that after « harſh Comma givea to the Old- 
Caufa and Parliament, methinks like thoſe rivers in- 
eulfedints the Earth,after a great ſpace have again their 
reſerreGion 3. or like the glorious ege of Heaven —_— 
' by the ſaucy moon, recovers and appears to the World in 
it's former luſter, Theſe ſhould be wonderows things in 
our ezes, the ſame great inviſible hand that wrought all 
this prote@,and dire@ them and you in the great concern- 
ments of his name end glory among ws. By this much 1 
verily believe yo do perceive, 1am one that would fin be 
bungling and doing of ſome good,might Ibo but left qui- 
etin my privacie to ſteal through the World , and to bee 


Prof 'eclfrom the injuries, and malice of wicked malignant ent« 


mies, and like the ſnail to retire andlive | without mole« 
ſtation ) in the ſhell of my own poor enjoyments js all 
ambition,and if your piety wil be oune toprove the In. 
ftrument of Godto obtain me but thus much,and what eom. 
pen ation for my great wrongs, ( in any proportion as 
they ſhall be made appear ) 8s ſhall ſeems good to juſtice, 1 
do not doubt but Almighty God will give a plentifull re- 
turn 0 bleſſrng! into your boſome for it, and my prayers 
ſhall ever fait fu be for you and all the other Worthy 
Pitriats at owr Helm, for the Lordloug to continue Of di- 
re them and you for his glory amongſt us, even to the 
fulfilling of that bleſſing of the Prophet in theſe our days, 
for lice to flow like a ſtream, and Judgment liks a 
* mighty torrent throughont all the parts of the Land. 
Honourable Sir, Your obliged, 


and devoted Servant, 
Toba Lewiss 
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INTRO DUC TION, 


WITH 


Some modeſt advertiſements touch- 


ing the Author; and a bricf view of 
the progreſs hitherto in the affairs of 
Religion and the Goſpel in 
VVALES, 


Good Readers, 

| Shall humbly beg from all of you, that the 
unworthineſlſe of the Author may not prejudice 
any truths chat here may offer themſelves un- 
to you. Maoy profeſſing themſelves to be Pa- 
triarks and Maſters of Religion in my Coun- 
try of Wales, 1 RN my ſelf alſo a little concerned to bring 
in my poor mite in the way I was moſt capable of; and with 
my Hand, as they with their Towgwe, to further fo bleſſed a 
work. I may truly ſay, that I have had eyer a genius tothe 
affairs of Religion, and this thirty years known ſomething 
from it, and have had ſome bleſſed experiences of Gods dea= 
ſings in my own ſoul, and haye been ſomething verſed in 
Men, and Books of (cyerall ſorts, though but a (lender pro- 
ficient, and not read only one fide (as they ſay) of the leaf, 
and thoſe that run in one ſirain of Opinion, which indeed 


meerly begers ſiiffeceſle, and obſtinacy, and an aptneſſe to 
5 jargy 


F yangelizo 

many & o_ 
tione, Raynv 
in prxfac. 


The Parha- 
ment explai- 
ned toH ales, 
1646. 
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ze. \ r (a)- m © + y, 2% 
Jabglag 29d difſeation, the onl bees ef Rellges, 1 | 

ſo adde, that 1 was the ſt of wy Tnighet 
aoy thing in order to the Parliament, and what Py 


Dangers, and Diſconragements incurred, 1 not £0 
mention; for my party.l eavy not any that came _inat the e- 
leventh hour, and I hope my portion is reſerved for mee in a 
better World,. I was in the number of thoſe that were riamed 
in the A& of the Propagation of the Goſpell in Wales, all 
which together 1 hope will warrant mee to offer my poor 
thoughts unto the World, in an affair of ſo much con 

ro God and my Countries good; and the great of 
hearts can witneſſe, 1 have nodeſignto humour any, or to 
cofle any in the wayes and Principles they have layed, 


» bur 
. meerly to ſhew the dictates of my own poor Judgement and 


Conſcience in a bufinefſe of ſo much moment to God, and the 
good of foules, 

It hath been wy prayer that it ſhould give offence to none, 
and the Judicioufly godly 1 doubt not willdiſcern ſo,and that 
it is my heart that hath moſt guided my hand throughour, 
That ſome well meaning men will dart their miſprifons 
and cenſures at it, is my expectation; but I ſhall picy and pray 
for them; but dare undertake if they will bee pleaſed to read 
and undeiſtand without prejudice ( which I confefſe a hard 
task) they may at laſt konne mee thapks, and \find berein 
ſamething to ecable their Judgements, to grow up to their 
aff: tiens,and may itt good time prove, though the leſs aerie, 
NOIR Talkatives yet the more firw, pratticall, and 

aceable Chriſtians, - * 
R And I pray let x bee underftood, that it is meerly calcula» 
ted and intended for the Horizon of mine own Country, and 
as to the State of Religion there, and not to others that are in 
the higher Regions of Spiritualicies; and yet if ſuch may have 
any! beagkle, 1 (ball think my labour the more happy, and give 
£ , 

I bumbly io the laft-place belcech all, that what is bere 
tendred wich ſome pains, candor,and good will, may oor be xc+ 
ceived with miſtakes, and uncharuablenefle, in confidence 
whezcof I ſhall proceed. 


The 
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6) 
- The adyatcemene of Religion, aad the Goſpel, is ſuch u 
work, that God and his Ang ER mea haye theic 
in ſpeciall manner behSidi awefully ; chen 
ould all ſuch as have to do w ed a RAeg ad my 
heart gives mer, there ſhould OED than what is 
hitherto dene and ſeen, I am afſured che Commiſſioners 2nd 
Miniſters hicherco imployed in ic (for all the Calumnies a- 
gaiaſt chem) nd cy. much zeal and reall good incentions 
thereiaz they put que maſt of the old Miniſters, rhe dee 
of them I know,mvofſt of theta well deſerving NIN & 
and complaint is, thac their vacant places are not yer ſufficient 
ly upplyed, 'and. choſe that are come into their places, are 
fuch, that. make it their whole work and bufnefſe, moſt o*ab, 
enly to preach hos but chat I account Goſpel Orthodox 
pe 27-4 ay neceſſary ordinance, and we (hould all 
ri ow mary colt wilh and defice with it Conands ef 
ſome other parts and daties of Religion, qr pas aa inter Chyi- 
vidions for the frequent and reverext ule and comfort ofthe ffiavos , wt 
hw” and other ine hey ve fn þ withour publica relt- 
Jong y conceive, are t are pro= gienst facies 
per and pertinent to the Miniſters, and they are the means to carol, Cal, 
maintain the face and. nie Keio (if nor ſome' ſenſe [»ftir. 1ib, 4. 
and reverence of God among the common people) indeed Re- 5 ap, 20, 
ligion, or divine worſhip in a ſenſe, and tbe Golpell, 
(though picty they ſhould ever be parted) are not alcoge= 
ther the wp ADA (as onal andy my in a more 
proper the not right diſtingu them, doth 
— any eres wa yr pe wvnierr hence 
the now mutter ay, chat whenthey 
ny role vr grey une ad a out of a Principle 
of natwe,) te ſerve and worſhip God, and nor meerly to hear 
ha Sophos prons! ry itt ome ro gee 
to te preac my charicy 
bids mee hope, really to Chriſt, acd praiſe a. God for it) 
yet others in oppoſiuon to them complain ,char far many more 
manages thy > ens -uragl ablck duties 
of Religiao, and ſcarcitie of Miviſters (ac 


ry ry ſugh as Bey milouats 9): ae ready co make My 
a 
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29d fall away to 1e, if not wetter fſe, «nd 
It, proc hte ry Religion, Lexar ar <4 
| Glory will ſuffer , lictle lefle than itis advanced in the orher - 
8 And humbly conceive this is an impartial yiew of che” 
hicherto in the work of Refigion, 'and the Propaga* 
tion of the Goſpell a us, for che' help and furcherance 
whereof | ſhall further offer unto you what followech, 


Th: hinder ances of the ſucceſſe of Religion, and the Goſpel, 
| dſeeversd.”' OO 50000 000% 


cohceive it will bee moft available tothe defign, to diſco» 

yer, firft, what Lets and ObſtruAionrlye moſt ip the 
way, and after co propound the Remedies and means ro pro» 
mote it; Certainly our Lets and hinderances of ſucceſſe, pro- 

' ceed from ſome miſtakes and'diffencions amongſt us; and I 
| haye ofren muſed- ſerivully, -wherein this ſpirit of-error and 
[ll diſcord dothlye;and in my poor judgementit chiefly lurks in 
Ul 4 Tim. 2. 6, Wer wordi; and] have t it is no maryell che Apoſtle 
| 4 *+* © hathſo often and emphatically warned us to beware of them, 
li DD. | charging before the Lord that hex (rj6 wot abowt words} 

e 


f PIT 01s 29d indeed” if wee look tpwards gh the whole ages of 
i! 65109, the Church; wee ſhall find they have been eyer"unhappy and 

ll Atiaziſm, fatall tot; one word,” or ratber ſylhable or Itererfrent” and 

j ruined the antient glorious CT and Mr. Cal> 
4 vin bemoaningche lame unhappinefle of Words in his time, . 


j as when ſomt nor content with words, th& primitive Church 
ip Inftit. 1b,x, Ws neceſſitaved to-meke uſe of, but would have words our 
<13.$et}. z, of Scripture with more: inconvenience; they did, ſaieshee, 

u " **" ob mndas voeulas diglai)avi, fobtabble and quarrellabour 
" words, that verit as Altereands amittinuy, f 'charit as odio» 
"of ſe rixandy diſſolitny,' Truch, Lovi and Charity, was loft 
i} and goxe. And it pleaſe God wee had not cauſe ro make'ir 
our own complaint in theſe dayes; I verily thigk there hath not 

"l been an age more guiky of this yanity and ppineſſe chan 
vil wee are. | liſt nor hear to-offer you #lift ofthe words wee 
contend and differ about; I 'beleeye there is ſcarſe word thac 
belongs to the Body of Religiol, whether hoſe from! Scrip» 


. frres 


| 
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EX 
ue, or uſed in Divinitie, and the Church, that hath been 
left unquarrelied wich by ſome or other; and I pray God the 


word Scriptwre it (elf, ron bofange. and the ancient Greek, 


names, and Titles of the z as —_—_— —_—_ Oc. 
be left quietly alone; nay, wards of the uage, 
but of civill uſe, x gain (aid Cuch.a turbulent Villains Ys 
ſpirit of Error and Diſſention) the Remedy whereof ( with 
all humble ſubmiffioa to the godly wiſe) and eſpecially ſafeſt 
for Religion, were to reſt and ſtand content with words, as 
»ſe and cuſteme hath delivered them unto us, for they have 
been ever held to be the ſole Mifters of Words, and to give 
the Law and amp unto them; and it is worth taking dotice 
of, that many times words of good and harmlefle fignificaciong 
through Ignorance and prejudice, become ia time to be taken 
in the wore. ſenſe; which did we underſtand, and not behold 
them throughthe falſe glaſs of prejudice, cl: acly in thieir firſt 
Innocent inſtitutions,” and ri ing; a wiſe man would 
bur eek at the o_—_—_ b eng. ſome. of them 
pathng through the revolutions: of corrupt; ages, may carr 
{ome cauſe of offence with them, yet forte frive for ahem: - 
yen to ſo © mach trouble and loſs of Charitie, 1 conceive is 8 
Remnuedie worle than the diſcaſe, and many can make that 
wiſe uſe of them, as to bear with cher, as ſome; perty monu= 
ments of the Truth, and Antiquity of Chriſtian Religion, &c, 
And Iconceive-x would bee a labour well beſtowed, tor 
- ablEhald pto open and exylicate all ſuch words in Reli 
ar the Vagar take offence at ,- | that every body might nor 
callthis and tharſ#perftition. and Antichriftiav, without more 
than his own weak fancie; . and doubtleſs it would be 


[ſuns yenes 
quem arbij- 
trims. FLA 
& noma ig 


quendi, Hor. 


« courſe that would. mixch- conduce to wg op : 


ments, and allay their differences, and a means to, avoid, 5h 

-otliex rh1{chief; and: cauſe of variances, our pronegeſle.co bee 
fallidg and recling from one extream to another, as our care to 
ſhunne. fuperſaton wee ſlip ſometimes into a warſe mo 
and wider from Religion,which js Prophanene ſe; both wh! 

words [| ſhall ſomewhat opea in the gn pra, po 
hearrily beg ic from che able Miniſters, to make it more their 


\y work, than hicherto1] haye ſeen, to opea and unfold unto the 
KF 2 B 3 people. 


N . "10: 
le thoſe main a6d Cardinal words: of Religion, as that 
£lorians and awefuli name God) oh that wee could con- 


Mirabils iſte ſider what wee ſpeak when wee name it! the #ord of God, 
animu ſq; the Spirit, Heaven, Hell, and all other Principal and 
ad reac, mentall words of Religion, every which word 5 and & not, 


ſtupenday, 
Au guſt, 


confe f, 


And the 
old Mini- 
with 
know 
it home in 
tbis ſenſe, 


fers 


Ws , 


much more than what every one thinks that have thery fre= 


in quent in their mouths; this 1 ſay I could heartily commend 


unto the Orthodox 


b fines ond good Miniſters; which people —_— ſolid- 
| e 


ed in, would doubtleſs more 


- and bappily bring on the work of grace in nan Move nana ___ 


other ſpeculations which I fee without this ground- 
doe bur ſwell and diftemper the ns —_— the rang? 
opinions and imaginations of many poor well-meaning 


Thus farre of words in as they foment our Error 
and difſentions; I witl now offer as for — 
open fowe uſual monks which being not 
ſtood by all, do. minifter much matter of m _ 
contention about themy as alſo ſome brief , obſervations 
upon them, but fill with ſubrnifſion © the Jodiciouſly 


* theſe dayes, 


The Word Peat 


He word Propagation papery (ns every School-boy 
EE TE: 
ones 1n me 
py Er Lon as much as to cx- 
rend and inlarge, and in that wee rake it, _—_ 

ſo, let us the word a ſenſe. (as it hath been ut; 

and is in order to Religion) the firſt wee may callthe ancienc 
Propagation, as in the primitive times, people from Infidells 
and Pagans were converted to and beleeyc 
Chriſt, &c, rye guar en rr rs. Fir ap 
beleeve, this was called the of the now 


in this ſenſe, ſome among, us mutter- ac the arms of 
ragement to one Couttry 
14/ns haye receiyed the 


who from our Anceſtors, 


Tide of Chriſtisiry, ONY | 


__— Oy . i. AA... Aealite.. A enter Br 


grant; 8nd alſo to the honour of our Nation, wee muſt 
as a great mercy of God ro- us, that fince thar 
of the worſt Kings ever did, Hewy the 
ration into England, wee are much 
civilitie, and Rehgion, farre above what our Anceſtors werez 
now belides this, we may alſo call | 
den ſenſe, as when thoſe that go under the_general] name of 
Chriftians,and yer are difſolute, and udchriftian, and unholy in 
their lives, and brought by means of the Goſpell, and conver- 
red, into a better ſtare of and holy Chriſtian living, 
maed--nkyry vba err ern nm broom at — 4 

gacion, ily wiſh it amoogſt us, t orldz 
bh is a fad obſervation, thac a Author makes, that 
Chtiftians in chat generall cerm and in groſs, are thought to 


be the impureſt part of all mankind; t is able to ſhame us Dr. Hamond 
eternally, to hear how the Turks and Mahometans do exceed i» prattica/! 


the firſt of the World, as Shana | 2nd Anciquity doth - 
AQt one - 


us in bur lives, with whom Draukeneſſe is puniſhed with Carechiſme, 


death,in ſo much it is thought, that becauſe of their reverence 
in their Moſches (or Churches) their mgny works of de- 
votion, Pietie, and Chayitie, their Juſtice, Temperance, 


and othey morall vertnes, to bee main cauſes of the growth Mr. Roſs gn 
of Mahomet aniſm; and ow the tontrarie, owr irreverence the Alsorar, 


and neglelQ of Religion,and looſe lives, to be the main hinde> 
reef ——_ ; who bur that will ſeriouſly conſider 
this, and not ſay, welcome Propagation , or Propurgetion 

or ſomething among us, of whatever o teform #nd amead ws: 


The Wards Religion and Goſpel opened, c, 


artly clearing what wee mean by P tion, the 
IN and Redgion an Golpelcome oppor, Ver 
merly hinted, they are not the ſame; for as man- 
kind, wee have all a common intereſt in Religion, but as Chri- 
Nians and beleeyers in Chrift wee belong to the Goſpell; by 
the meer inſtio& and impulſſonof nature, all men are-profieto 
acknowledge and adore the Divine Power (or God) and this, 
and all chit pertains to the reyereat EEO 
pen'y: 


© 


- = _ ah 
nd... Ga 
-_ _ 


m defi- got to.ſ 


ILL #b ſequio the l 


jprelyacted Coles ae Dru iOn fiaw it.is aid,” that 
molt of our late endeayours were wholly to promote the Goſ- 
pel, and preaching it, and that only the beleevers and Ele& 
ia Chrilt ace the far; Now upon, a ceckoning, L pre» 
ſume hardly the moyetie,, or half the, people in Wales would 
be granted to belong unto Chriſt and. Salvation, but admit 
the number more or fewer; now 'the Goſpell and preach:o 
it, being only chat which cakes .up/ our choughts and care 
would ko »w what proviſion (bould there be, tor that aumber 
thac belongs not to Ebriſts { am-confident goge is ſo, unchari» 
table as to ſay, let chem ſhift as they may, therefore jf nox for 
their ſouls behoof and benefit, yet for the hononr and glory 
of God as meer Creatures, chere ought to bee ſomerhing 
whereby they might teſtifie their duty and Homage tp cheir 
Creator, which the yery dumb Creatures do intheir kind, the 
Stork inthe Heavens knoweth ber appocmted times, and the 
Turtle, andthe Crane, and the Swallow knoweth the time 
of her comming; and were there not this neceflitic from na- 
ture io reſpeR of God, there is another neceſfiry from the re- 
es de yoera er Comerce and facietic, oe wo —_—— 
ace and ſenſe of Reljgion among men, they 7 
Vage, and make no —_ of cheir .Oaths and Promiſes in 
their actions agd dealings, which Inced not further to exem- 
plifie unto the Judicious, therefore along and togerher with 
the preaching of the |,. well were it. that ſome reye- 
reace & decorums of Religion werethoughr good to be main- 
tained,for the containing of all men in the aw and apprehenſion 
of God, and che maintaining of civill honeſty in their ations 
and dealings; 1 Agd ir much ayail to this, to have the 
Adminiltrationsttiore duely and frequently performed, and 
| «ta the places of divine worſhip, to 
ted their very names, which uſe, ard 
yen them, apd ſuffered (norwithflanding 


B 
hte good. gronjeecs.hr them ,) ro decay and ruine, without 
ſome courle be; timely taken; I know not how many may te 


; C4 
, . 
- 


converted by. preacbirgy but ſure I amy too many are like to 
beachenilſ3yand void af all Religion for the rea- 


The 


Sonny Z 


= 


(s 
The word A explicated. w 

He next word inorder is Preaching (the Goſpell is 
| coincident with this but ſo much miſtakes and abuſe 
there is concerning it, chat the ſpirit of d:\ſention ſeeras to bee 

ſo wreathed abour it, that I dread to atrempr the medlin 

with it; bur if the good Reader will bee charitable, and chin 
mee non-either, that is 4g41»/t dr above, this or ary boly 
ordinance, 1 will give my poor Judgement, and where I fail, 
I beſeech the paxdon of the God:y, and that till hee mind, 
that the deſign of my pen is in this, and the whole, for Mode 
ration, and againlt the eviſls of extreams; I will not trouble 
you with the {everall meanings of the word Preaching in the 
Scripture, and the Agrs of the Church; but ſurely that which 
is meant by it in the pure primitive Goſpel ſenſe is the A- 
( as Heran/dr)proclaimingand making known to the 
World, that great Myſtery hid from all former Ages, that 
Toſs Griff the Son of God was incarnat and born of 4 
laſſed Virgin, &c. to bee Saviour of the World, and the 
a of this, and the other heavenly Do@rin of Chriſt, 
8s the re 44 <5, the fundamentals of Faith, is, I - 104 
conceive to be, grevgp - meant in the Scripture ſenſe, 
x co know and belceva this, there is an 4bſol/ute oa 
to Salvation; now the miltake is, that choſe Texts and pla» 
ces of Scripture that mention the preaching in the foremen= 
tioned ſenſe , and the neceſvity and efficacy of it, is ſome- 
times wrelted too violently to the neceſſity of pr, 
ing, and Sermons,which cercainly cannot be of that abſolute 

neceſſi:y as the former, becauſe wee are by courſe of A 
born where Chriſt is owned and beleeved in the former ſenſe, 
and have ſundry helps, by Ed«cation, Conference, Medita* 
tion, and good Books, to improve that knowledge; Bur | con- 
ceive the preaching in our latter ſenſe, and. uſe, to bee of very 
fpeciall conveniencie and neceſſicie for ur, and our improve- 
ment in the knowledge and wayes of God, fo it bee right, 
Goſpel, and Orthodox preaching, and beyond all &her pri- 
yate helps and means , when it is a publick Ordinance (be- 
cauſe no doubr)) of a more ſpecial bleſſing along with it; but 
if (ome (ay that the Devil and evil ſpicits may be ſaid in —_— 
GC 


ObjeRion, 


Exod. 26.4» 


Gen, 30 


* thingthey deliver is Scr4pewre, a 


7 (10) | 
Kindo beleeve inthe fuſt ſenſe, 1 confeſs perhaps they do as to 


their in:elletuals, and hiſtorically, but ſo, as to their ſorow- 


and horror: but mankind beleeves at leaſt to ſome glympfes of 
hope and comfort, and the Ele to their unſpeakable joy, fc. 
The miſtake partly of this neceſſiry, made Preaching, latdly as ic 
were,overflow irs banks,and to oyertop all other Ordinances,and 
made that gap and tolleration for all pretenders, that the com- 
plaint was like as of old at the offerings of the Temple, That the 
people bring more than enongh for the ſervice of the wotk 
of tbe Lord; until his Highneſs late ſeafonable Ordinance, bach 
and I hope ſtill will more) like Moſes,then cauſed the people to 
be reſtrained from bringing more work into the Sanitnary, 
And truly I have of.en much maryelled, how in ancient times, 
when they had ſcarce any kind of Preaching, nor near thoſe helps 
our times abound with, they ſhould ſo far onr+ go us in holwneſs 
of life, CM - wy and contempt of the World ; they 
by Praying, Faſting, holy Hymnes, fiequent uſe of the 8a- 
craments, and other Exerciſes of devotion, and troubling not 
themſelves, nor the world; with Crochers and Notiogs, atramed 
to higher pitches of holineſs than we know 6r feel 5 dowbeleſs 
the holy Spirit hath ſome ather ſecret way (beſides the onely 
ſenſe of Hearing, and the means of 7 ) to come mtothe 
ſoul, asto Eliah, he was not in the wind, and fire, tndeanth- 
quake, but in the ſtill ſmell voce. ; 
2 Now Preaching bg thus fared, T could heartily com- 
mend, eſpecially to our younger Preachers, a due care of what 
they. deliver unto the people, for chey ("like Jacobs flocks be- 
fore the Rods) apprehend and conceive but Juſt as you pur be- 
fore their eyes, and to inform their Judgement eſpecially in the 
pricciples of Faich,as wel as to moy: th. ir affe Rtons, which later, 
Without the former, makesrthem ſo ealily fly into peeviſh fan- 
cies; and not to obtrude and preſs upon their credulity rhat every 
the Word of G2d, but wha: 
nndoubredly is ſoz much may proceed from their own i 
rance and frail affe&ions, as men; and that they would orefoatbe 
unto the people ſome ſober Rules for reading the Scriptures, for 
ſome, as ſoon as they can but read a Chapteryprefer their own fan- 
& before the ſoundeſt Interpretations, hence, and _—_ che 
range 


in opinions and forms, they (hall haye bur 


| fr __ 

iradge 0pinions, ahd ms - JE of many in rheſe 
times (as thoſe we call _, and others deluded; bathap- 
ply well-meaning fouls ) I have often muſed of them, and they 
are not ſtrange, for I find ſucha kind in all Religions that ever 
were, as the /[nminet;i in Spain; the Derviſes among the 
Twrks, and indeed all Enthuſiaſts whaiſoever,it ——_— See Burtons 
the over-intention of the fancy aod melancholy 3 and indeed they rejio'ous me- 
ought to-be-gained and reduced rather with Phyfick,, than |ircholy, p. 
reaſon; and this | ſay comes when the like a hip hath over- ,z 9, 
much fail, | and the Underftanding and Judgement wan: ballaſt, 7,.;Je, une 
and cherefoge it were a good remedy to ſpare imnaty ſpeculati- ;, Jeſilrrinns 
ors and notions, andto ropleidhe ſubRantials of Faith (@r;5/arum 
and Religion ., move-and perſwade them unto the duties and 2; gounmy o 
praſtices ofaholy lifeg'o that many that bave a defireto fearGod, 41g; bir; 
and to lead honeſt vertuous lives, yet if they gres not with ſome ſunt illſiani= 

| theic cold gotmnmen- bu, Aug- 
dations; and flile of moral men: Whereby ſure. I amy many good core, 1 10, 


- motions and intentjons ate made abortive, and people quite diſ- 


couraged from eicher being good, or doing good, Methinksto 


- fted the hungry, cloath the naked, relieve the oppreſſed, me 
-moſt proper works for all Chriſtians, ſure 1 am, upon that ac- 


eount we are to expeRt our doom at the laſt day, and not accor- 

ak to our notions and words, but according toour deeds, we » 4,*30.2; 
ſhall then be deale with, We read of an holy old plainman, char 39." L 
1s ſaid to be ninercen years learning one verſe, which wat 1 ſaid Hif you 
1 will take heed tomy ways that 1 _ not in my tongue, b 

as to praQtice itz hence the ancients had a tule, Predicatio bre- 

vis, Kuminatiolonga, Ati perperna, ſhort Sermons, long 
Aleditations,and\comtinual Prattice, 

3Forour better ſucceſs in the word,one more caution I have to * 


: oor Preachers and Miniſters, that is, '] h conceive that ic 
"wauld not 'do umils to correſpond and comply with the people 


in ſome of their-more tollerable Modes and Cuſtoms (ar leaft) This is men- 


' fora while, andinot too rigidly inveighagaiaſt ehem 3- As cheir $0ned azonly 


aprneſs to obſerve ſomeof the ancient Feſtivals, as the Nati» $9 the [tate of 

wity-and Reſurretft ion of our Savior, andhe like, referring ro ex. 

the grexe «QtionFofour Redemption; A/brbe Chriſtian Char 

ches af rhe world, (laying —_ N-4s the Baſtery mw | 
2 # 


(tz) 

the reformed Churches bath ever axciently, aud doth obſerva 
them, and the charity and beſpitady of ſuch times doth much 
balhancc the abuſe and corruptions imputed to them ; and with 
us in Wales the people generally from au ancient uſe much ſpend 
the time in pious Hymns and Songs, celebrating the birth and 
ations of Chriſt, which at leatt keeps them in ſome awe 
and reyerence of God, and their anniverſary courſe no doubr 
makes ſorne more impreſſion upon them, than not at all. 

As alſo their nor ufing the Lords Prayer, at leaſt ſometimes 
in compliance with the uſe :- I confeſs,. Ithink the bleſ- 
ſed Prayer hath been, as all che reft of che Scriptures, abuſed; 
as in the conceit of the abſolute neceſſity of it at all times; and 
contenting with the meer formal #tterance of it,. to the exclu- 
fion of other devotion; theſe abuſes the p:oÞle ſhould be diſ- 
creetly adviſed of, and not utterly to diſuſe ity asI hear do 
not in ther places of Eng/ard and London, rather than fo, I 
inclioe to with choſe, that the Apoſtles, and the Church 
akeer them, ever uſed it in their deyotions, and the firſt I find 
that gain-ſaid the uſe of it,. wasthe Pelegians, as inthe 
Synod of Militane the firſt charge agunlithem was, Neva Ha» 
reſi1, nimium pernicioſa, revat urgere inimicorum gratia 
Chriſti qui etiam nobuu dominicam orationem in pits diſpu- 
tationibus conantur auferre; That they endeavored to take 
away the wſe of the Lords Prajer ; whereby we ſee the an- 


' D/. Uſher i» tiquit of the uſe, and who we imitate ih conteraing it : Doubt= 
] 


Primord, ſometimes, at eur more ſolemn Devocions,at leaſt, it might 
Eccl.Brit, | be as the Diamond in the Ring,. and as the ſweet odor of our 
P25 5, prayers. eAndit ic obſervable, that upon 6 time when it as 
| much cencerned Chriſtian Re- 
Fana eadens &f mete(ſe eft 4 cultu demo» ligion in this Land as ever at the 
num in obſequia veri Dei — wy ro es ct —_— of ee 
tari & Denm verum cognoſcens ac aderans unto it, Gregary 
ad loca que frog ur familiarins conr adviſed ;his A hs 
cutr art, & Bover deamonnm ſolet ſacrificis comply. as- much as may be 
mules occidere debet etiam hic de re, ali- wi.hchem in theirPagan ways, 
qua 'ſolemnitar immutari, vel natalitis To makg u's of their Temples 


ſanttorum; nec Diabols jams aninalia inmo- to the ſervice of God,and even 


lent ſed ad landos Der in of ſwo avis ts go far with them in their 
walia occrdent. . Sacri-. 


lebrate thereby the Chrifian per 


| (19) = 
$aevi 3 0 ce-. Adadds 
arvificet of Beafts, as t ds  wi7 9s Seqkote ©o well 


om- 


Feſtivals, as acconnting it nie | ab[cindere impoſſibile eſſe neon dubinw 


hard at once to draw 
from their old waies , but by -N 
degreer, and ſoto gainthem ; the Apoſtle ſetmi to have 

ex alſo thus ET when to the weak , he became 44 the 
Se die humbly mend (ef 

And the laſt thi all recom eſpecially un- 

to the more learned Miniſters andPaſtors)is the afidera nc 
uſe of the Laws of Natwre (not corrupt ) and Right Reaſor in 
the affairs of whine for where the Scriptures are filene and 
dark, as they are. moſt in matrers of external Worſhip ; Hence 


is our beſt light, as our own Mr.Crageck, judicionſly obſerves ; k 


as fpr inftagce, That which a Niions, and the better and wi- 
ſor ſert of men have ever conſemed and agreed in, is held a 
alewesy of the Law yams {te this _— b 
weighed & managed by judicious men,one 

ic were able ave. $i moſt of all our yexed differences & con-/ 
rentioos.; for our declination from thig.and the Laws of Nature,, 
av to mol}, of the Errors and extrayagancies of the times, 
as I (hall further obſerve -hereafter,and leave ic to the judgement, 
of the able Minilters, who to their hand may find help iothis 
from ſome late * learned men: And ſo much for the word 


Preaching. 
The ward Saints wnfolded. 
He next word as moſt proper to follow Preaching , is the 
innocent word Sarmt ; 2 2 inly in the true Scripture=- 


| certain] 
ſente the word ſounds alike, as he would Chriſtian, Belerver, 
rE,, and proper to be uſed, ſo it be without affeftation; in 


the 01d Teftament (as I conceive) ſometimes it it uſed to/iim- = 


Pt the e of the Jews in diſtin&tion from other Nations, 
nd joche ibofthe Church, (1 mean not that of Ramealone)” ir 
_Vath "been. aociencly uſed partly 


eration and' 


Saints Triumphage in 


ems et, Bed, EcclHift, lib, r,cap.z0, 


In his Goſpel 


Juris "Ah 
ralis eſſe 
colligitur 
id quod inter 
ommne! fenies 
Aunt M07 Atio- 
res tale «7 
creditsr, 


_ 


he * .  » JO 
icks unto the names of the Apoftles, the ancient Fathers and 
others, [ find the word iq the Original to fignifie a total oppo= 
& ' ficion to earthly things, *&y10- ab #; privar," & yu, uncarthili- 
leſs. So that earthli-mindedoeſs, and worldlineſs, and Saintſhip 
is inconſiſtent z for my part T beartfly wiſh all would labor to be= 
come ſuch in holineſs and innocency oflife;and to abandon all other 
unhappy names of Schiſm and diviſions argoogſt u3,and: once again 
meet in the gld honeſt name Chriftran,”- lee: 


The Word Chrch explained, with vb ſervations on iti 


He next and laſt, is rhe word Ch#vth, and this is of yaris 

ous ſignifications even fnScripture , the word hxKAyoig 

-  _ uſually (burimpropetly) tranflared Church, ſignifies any u#n- 

AF, I9. 37; ber, Aſſembly, or (Ong egation,eichet + ad ſinſez 

© That rout and compiny that would haye Panlis called 

' » WNnSle or Church, ' andT beleeve had the Trarſlators fore. 

© ſeen whatftrife chere is about the word in our daies, chey would 

2 have uſed ſome other word,” for foe; now. violently would te. 

frain the word onely to a #=mber of perfort, whereas they may 

be cerrain there is ſcarce one word in Scripture',' and thoſe of 

greateſt moment, bur admit of moreſenſe rhan one ; and gran- 

© ning this, che ſtrife would bee ar an end ; but indeed the 

_ either Engliſh , or Saxon rather , word Church, properly fignifies 

Kyrk orKirk place, for Church in. all the Northera Nations language 

Kyrk, ans * ( 25 from their mother the "Datel Y Tignifies the place of 

tems Kerk, © Divine Worſhip, ad comes from xvgiowy or Dominica, or 

& Church © [ods houſe ; and our Welch word Egtwys doth more alludg to 

ſenſu prima- cQuoia, than the word Churth. ving feen ſomethiog 

rio ſignifi through t ord,  thefuſt "obſervable 15 to ſee the force 
Cant curia= of p1 "ap ejudice 36 ſ6nie,” eyen towrench' and 

cam ſeu do* them from. the Law and tn let ayn Bmhys to al- 

minicam lowſuch places, or atlealt any regard or teſpeRt Netocn 


demum, for che Law and Principles of Nature, all Natiogs never 


as 
Seld. de Syn. fo barbarc | 
p+276, curally they have ar ion [ forne Places fo rhe wou- 


WM {$4 ; 
_Tthce. bo the'' places 3 read, you may" of Nations phat are fp 
} © barbarous. that they wane Towns,- orvil 
Nations; but none there is byt have their Ares G Tomppla, their 
] Rings and, places 50 worſhip z 49d-indoed ſuch « rang byws, =... 
and i e of nature cþere 4s ghereumtoy that molt (and ſore | 
Chriſtian) do lip rather into ſuperſtition, and coo much reve- 
rence, than be ſhort inthe worſt. ex:xeamy,Prophaneneſe08.to0 
lictle co ſuch places z As they fay the Empecorof Rvſſia in his 
Nr pomp will alight from bis horſe, ac he light of cyery 
| ch, and co bjs devations, and will not ayojiar bu ga og foot 
whillt in ſight of ic ; 1 wge nor. for. (as the Papifts exream) wn- 
| due ſuperftrious reverence to (uch places, as if thege were jnhe- 
zent bolineſs in therg but becqule of che end apd the ſervice ths y 
are ordained to, I conceive chr noe 30 be ſo (lighted, and cope 
| remaed as4hey are.Þy many. ,Mechinks wers there nothing elſe 
| bur that oge example of our Savigrof.wh the, buyers and 
ſellers our of the Temple,and tha with ſuch indignation and _deli- 
berationy/ig were ſufficient to gain ſome regard ro ſuch places, for 
our -Chucches are ordaiced to the fame-uſe and ends, as the 
Temple, was, and is was n0t Solomons; wdelic Merchandiſe - 
was tar religiqus cadss for faqgifice ; from all which 1 conceive; 
| it is clearly evinced, that if 09 and reſp be-40þe given, 
yet no (cqra,and contempt is to be offered to ſuch places, And 
what our common prope 1a Wales are aptto io this Kind, out of 
this inftin& of natiue, lame charge them with ſuperſbiion, wbich 
whea they ſlipfo far wares 1 could with tbe di reproved 
and inftruted, bus to ſufferihem to bead ro the other worlt-<x- 
trcam, and perſwade them to haye no account or eſttem to ſuch 
$,but to value thenp as every ather ordiaary place, this paſ» 
lech my judgement, 28d 1 know it begets- very bard thoughts, 
and 1 neyci heard oritad any gudicous Proteſtant Divices, buc nf 
ſcew to allow a kiod of relative! bolinels to ſuch places 3 as for 9. * 2 
that place commonly alledged of the woman of Sawaria, thar 19% 1mports 
the crue worſhippers « iu Spirit and Truth, &'c, this place is i9the New 
| but abuſcd and wielted, as if places of Divine Worſhip, and Teſtament » 
to worſhip God in Spiric and Truth, were jnconfiſtent 3 out Sa- Job» 4». 
viours (cope there was 40 take off that fond conceic of the Jews, 
that onely in Feraſalem is the place where eas "A 
. ©. 


th... At 
4 


| : NOONE 

hip; ahd indeed by theſe words he imports the call of the ©&- 
'Files, as if he ſhould ſay, the Jews conceive none are to be ſaved 

but they) for ſo the opinion goes, Sa/varion 4 of the Few, bur 

werl, 23 hey are deceived, the Gentiles ſhall be as capable of ſalvation 

*  -#s they, whichis implied in his very next words and verſe. But 

the hour commeth, and now ts, that the true worſhi s ſhall 

-worſhip the Father in ſpirit and in truth, and whar of all this is 

againft Churches or places of divine worſhip? here I might ſhew 

how Adam before hee finned had a place in Paradiſe, co wor- 

ſhip Godgthe Patriarks, their Altarszand the primitive Chri- 

Rians; the firſt thing they did after che Rormes of perſecutions 
Enſcb.Eccle. was over, was to build Churches and Oratories, and with what 
Hiſt, 11b,6. joy and ſolemnitie you may ſee by that famous Oration of Pax» 

$3. ' finws, which/for brevitie 1 omit, and refer you to the place, 

And for the next and leſt obſervation ypon this word, if T do 

 diftare any, I beſeech their Chriſtian pardon, that there is a great 

fir, and ever by ll the World fo 2ccouned, which paſſeth a- 

mongſt us with little or no notice, aod —_—__ by many 

- to be-go ſuch (n at all, w_ wort rem Sacrilege; The Heathen 
A.19. 37- Magiftzate, excufing the Apoltles Innocency , as qui bim 
Roms. 2. 22 we a great crime, - faith, they were no pA Feds, 5s Bro 
See Sir Hen, and in another place, Thos that abborreſt Idols, doſft then come 
Spelman de mit Sacrilege? as ita greater fin(ifpolſible ) than Idolatrie; I 
non teme- | know how (ome may flatter themſelves with a late ſenſe of the 
randis Ez«. Word; I partly know how all Nations, and Religions, and Chri- 
cleſits , and Rian Ages hath taken it, and I chinkthe miſtake cf theſe times 
Mr. Clarks about it, comes from a prejudice and miſunderſtanding the word 
mirror of ſuperſtition, as chinking chat to bee ſuperttition, which many 
Gods Jugge* times is not{'s, and ſo make good our Saviours Proverb, Sryain 
ments 1n Tit. at wetter ——_ et 1 much 1 _ (and all 
$acrilege, othersma y the Hi s and experi all crimes, 
pub, 1654. that God hath never ſuffered this (in ro pals rithone ſome Fgna 
In annot Caſe op vera either upon the parties, or their neer poſterities; and 
p. 31- Miror the learqed Grotims makes it his wonder, that many are not de- 


mon terreri terred from it, from the Example of Achas in the old, and Ana- 


05 qui views nias inthe New Teltament. 

Teſt ementum legant Achavis, qui novum Anania exemple,& hee velpracis 
pra earſa oft, cur tam din bella dw ant, non tanum qui.) propter iſta ntrin. 
q bellatur, veruns etiam quia Dew conte mptum. ſui fic alciſcitmr, And 


(17) 

| -* And abſolutely thiaks' (a'place well the of 
| egy wor 

ries, tumults, and wars of Chriſtiandome continue as 4 juſt 
en re a 7 ren drone _ ſure I am, the Lord hath ,.., 36 
ranked jr amongſt og his ' Jadgements 2 as -ats 
Nation; / will kay waſt your Cit fp. your San8werier Te 
to —_— I will conclude gll upon this word with a very re- 
mar age out of once a learned Statefman of this 
which is - ſo much the more to be admired) that he ſo long be« 
fore ſhould forerell che humour, - and as it were, the fortune, of 
Religionin theſe dayes; hee there diſcourkng of the Armie of 


> 5 y 0 WW R8WWy vv ow T** was 


” Iſrael, remo their Camp, and the care and reverence they Lg 
bad of the Taber , which (ich he) all ages have io a de- A remarka- 

0 gree imirated--- Now in this ſuperfine age, all reverence of the be paſſage, 

F: Church where God is to be worſhiped, and ſerved, is accounted % yropbetre 

- « kind of Popevie, inſomnchrbat time would have it, if it were Of Sit a. 

y net refiſted, that God wonld be turned ont of Churches into Rawleigh in 

n Barns, and thence into fields, and Monntains, and the office Hilto, of the 

n of the Miniſtry robbed of all dignities, and reſpeft, and bro as World. 

5; contemptible as thaſe places, all order, diſcipline and: Church P3g-249- 

= | Government, left to newneſs of opinion, aud mens fancie, yea, 

I and ſoon after, as many kinds of Religions would ſpring ap i 

he &t theres are Pariſh owe. you and every contens 

tf fiows anll [pnorant perſon, cloathing himſelf with the Spirit of 

es God; inſomuch when truth ſhall appear (which u but one) un- 

rd rothe ſimple multitude, no leſt variable than contrary to it 

oy ſelf, the fubbefdge will ſoon after dys by degrees, and all Re» 

in ligion will be hed in ſcorn, andeantenept, fivery word and 

all ſyllable is his own , to bee ſeen in the cired place, and whether 

2 it was the foreſight of a great Brain, or Prophefie, 1 know not, . 

_ but Ipray God it may prove a falſe one, 


- Ifunher humbly conceive as 1 ſhewed formerly from words, 
fo afoour miſtakes and difſentions from our wiſconcei- 
'ing the (cope and uſe of the holy ſomerimes ſtrai- 
gras give light and direftiox in ſuch things as hap» 
ily God hath not ordained them to reveal umo us, as in moſt 
g5 as concern externall worſhip, as Order, Derencie,c, as Goſp. lib, p. 
out Mc. Cradeck, doth well obſerve, wer mytaky (ayes be) if 58. = 174 
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wee take rhe Scriptures to be . (- JT Canonty ahd' Theo- 
rems, and where they hold forth no light, bee referrs us to the 
laws of Nature and right Reaſon, the cuftome and prattice 
of the Saints in their Generations, far ayes be, if it hath been 
a general cuſtoms in the Church, and ha |b ben pratiiſed by 
the Saints, time ont y_ and God hath not derermined it, 
/ I EnTs ; and further (ayes he) for my pace, 
when 1 obſerve any caſt one in any Church, any thing. that is 
landable, and comely, 2nd God bath not determined it there « 
4a kind of honour and reverence that ftrikgs into my benriy of c. 
Thus he, noc unlike the determinacioa of Awgaſtive 1a the 
like caſe, /» bs de quibue nibil certi flatgit ſeripenray mor 
popwli dei, vel inſtitur4 majoruns pro lege renends ſunt 1 that 
where the Scriptures are dark, and filent, there the cuſteowe1 of 
Gods ap v0 our fore-Father; xe to be obſer= 
ved, The Scriptures no ,are peyfelt and a/ſwfſicient as to 
thoſe endsGod hath ordeined chem,rhar isgfo r unto us the 
Do&tin of Faith and Saivation,but as to other appurtenances to 
the fiace and ſolemnities of Religion, and externall worſhip (a- 
bout which our unhappy quarrells are) well were ir wee could 
ſuffer our ſelyes to be guided by the J and Rules men- 
tioned; the want of this is our to reproach each 0» 
ther with ſuperſtition, and © pe and Amichriſtian; 
all ofchem I confeſle great evils, bur ſurely many tiches miſ- 
underſtood, which cauſeth fo much ſcxpuloſities , tortwres of 
conſcience, and wnebaritab leneſſe amongſt us, and. thetefore I 
could beartily wiſh thoſe words were once rightly fiated amonglt 
us; mechinks to conclude all things ſwper 52:05 rhat are not ex- 
preſly warranted in Seripeure, is of ſome perillous conſequence; 
and of the two great evils, I humbly conceive ſwperſtrrion ro be 
leſs than prophaneneſſe, for ſuperitition- is acknowiedged to 
be a c#lius perverſns.grwkind of Rebgzon looking awry, where- 
« prophanenelle 40 113 proper (ente is this; great oppoine of 'Re+ 
hgion; and yet ſuch a prejudice and miftake chere 15 about then 
thac wee ealier and with lefle reluctancie ruſh into Prophanenc 

I find the deriving the word Prophaneme fe from diſar» 
der avd confuſing ead anpatte (0 the contermpe - diyiae wor- 
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hath made foolſh the wiſdeme of this World, and ſuch other 
places, whereby (itmple' people are ought to conceive hard 
thonghts of Gods excettept. gifes, and [Ignorence moſt Rrangely 
promoted, the conſequence whereof I leave to the Judgement of 
the wiſe and truly Religousz doubthſe che dortr not 
condema true wiſdome and knowledge, but che falle md courter- 
feit wiſdome of the Grecians io tho(? tizts 40 whow Chrift and 
his Deftrin ſeemed fooliſhreſſe; did wee, knowl What koow- 
ledge is, woe would infinitely be taken with the beautle of it, for 
what is it but the improvement of natnjal Reaſon, and what is 
Reaſon, but a beaw and r4y of that divine lightand a drap of that 
infinite Fountain of all excellencies and 1005, Which 18: God? 
Every good and perfelt ift is from above, and.commeth 
down the Fazl ref figbrind doubleſs intheſe Ages of 
the Church, it concerns Minitters eſpecially to be more k King 
than others. In the primitive times whea the State of the Char 
did not "oy ſo _ to require Hr tow, how learned "ere 
they, is well kaowns inſomuch that Juian che. grand caemye © 
Ctniſtianity, choughr,it as. his, oaly. Eogine 1s 40 forbid 
Chriſtians the means of learmag, 8&c,and hp 4 y A an 
Ape, that even many womea ate held fearned, to haye the Mini 
ſters fimple and illiterate is as great a (candall ro Religion, as I 
can Imagine; I deny not but [vat as all good things elſe have 
been abuſed, but to have hard choughes agaioft ic, eſpecially 
upon prerence of Scripture, I beſeech all men ct any Judgemenc 
andgodlinefſe ro conſider , and that wich the Apoltle , that 
the Spirit of the Lord hath d.verſuie of opperations, in [one 
after this manner, in others afier that, but is the ſame God 
which worketh all in a/, 
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IT ITE ES ITT TEE? 
THE CONTENTS 
.. . of the Firſt Pare. 


Ome modeſt Advertiſements touching the 
Author, with a ſhoyt view of the progreſſe 
iz the aff aire; of Religion, and Propagat ſou 
hitherto in Wales, ; 

of Error, _ Djs os the binderance 
of the ſucceſſes and diſcovery where this ſpirit of Diſſemtion 
for ' wn; ” ſhewed to be in meer words, with rules 
for the right underſtanding of words, 

3 Some Principe wot as, as Propagation, Goſpel, Preach- 
ings Saints, Obur explicmted, with obſervations; the wſe of 
the Lew of Nature, and right Reaſon, as tothe affairer of 
Religion; concluding with a remarkable paſſage ont of Sir 
W. Rawleigh. 

4 Some Texts andplage? i Seriptare, as miſtaken, ro fr 
ment Di ſſention,c leared, and the words Superſtition and, Pro» 
phaneneſſe, ſomewhat explained, 


1, 


SECOND PART: 
ITCATL 
face of Order 


( as formerly 


ments the Gitrs ofthe Spirit. 

For the Miniſters, I will not for brevity ſake enter in- 
to their ſeveral Qualifications and Gifts ; thoſe ſtyles and 
ricles given them throughout the Scriprures ſpeak their 

gnity y as ſaith Calvin, Quid dici poſſi Magnificentins: 
and the Apoſtle upon the conſideration of it, concludes 


RY — 


the Fate and condition of Keligion in theſe ages of the 
Church, requires more grfis and endowments, than in the 
Pramitive Times, as the knowledge of the State, and Hi- 
ſtory of the Church, the writings and monuments of the 
Pillars of Ryligiony the anttent Fathers, the kill in the 
Original Tongues, and other Sciences ; without which 
I confeſs one may be a good : no: » yet hardly canl 

Cn, 


whereof in its proper place ) is fome De ea exter- 
Government to be minanda co- 
maintained up, as to keep the Gene- gitare 1- 
ralicy in ſome ſenſe and awe of God marem effec 
mentioned ) never till theſe dayes did I barbariem, 
imagine any could be againſt it. Mr. Cavin accompts it I»ftir.lib.4., 
barbariſmy and there reckons the Benefits of it, &c. And cap. 20. 
the Apoſtle (no marvell ) accompes Helps , Govern. 1 (or. 1% 


Who ss ſufficiext for theſe _ And without quelliony , (yr, 2, 


(26) 
conceive one to be 7an able or accompliſhed Miniſter, 
wichour at leaf a competent Meaſure of them ;. and to 
admit of others meerly illiterate» and upon the accomprt 
of tome ſpiritual Notions, and well-meaning men, with- 
out endeavoring they ſhould be qualified in ſome mca- 
ſure» as mentioned ; is the high-way to disfurniſh the 
Church of able and knowing Minilters: and to "ring ut- 
rer ſcorn and contempt upon the Calling, 'and all Religi- 
2n; Neither is it ſo in Wales, as many would make be- 
ieve> that we are ſuch Igneramyſes., Praiſe be to God, 
ve have ( 1 dare (ay ) an able and knowing Gentry as e- 
ier ; and therefore, we are to with tucha Mianiftery , as 
will be able ſubltantially ro inform the judgement, as 
with ſome eafie /imiles to tickle the affections » if the ho- 
our and repmtation of the Miniſtery will be reſolved to 
be maintained; elſe I know who will beſt gain the tile 
of Teachers, 

Let none hence inferre, that I ſeem to make a gap 
for any unworthy ſcandalous Adiniſters to come un : 
Thoſe that were ejected, doubtleſs many of them did 
but well deſerve it ; yer of thoſe Iagcompt ſome more 
tolerable than others; as thoſe of ſome lighter ble- 
miſhes, and diſſents in judgement,yet of Abilities, 
whereof there is ſtore ſuch, they killing the Rod, and 
humbled in the ſenſe of their former failings, I could 
hartily wiſh they ſhould be religred(ar leaſt)to ſome in- 
couragements to exerciſe their Gifts and Talenes in, and 
becaute the Harveſt is great, and labourers few: ang that 
for want of a ſupply Gods worſhip and ſervice is in hazard 
to ſuffer among us. In ſuch an exigence, we ſhould not 
io much Rand tor whom we could wiſh , but accept of 
ſ\uch we needs mult have, and give place toa Rule wiſe 

Men have, ſometimes to admit of an Evil, rather than an 
Inconvenience. And though haply they may want the way 
and gitt of Preaching) yet they may have thoſe gifts, that 
may be of other ſpecial uſes ro Religion : If . ma 

nor be ſo good for the Pulpit, they may be for the Preſſe 
and ſuch ſervices of Religion, I might here ſtate a 


Que- 


(37) 
Queſtion whether the Tongne or Hand hath done mot 

ſervice to God in his Church: The Apotile tayth, his 

ſperch was comemprible, and his letters pewerfall, 1 will 

not enter into the bowels of this Quettion, but leave ir 

cothe judicious ; only I ſuppoſe with ſubmiſſion » thar 

had it not beenthe Per and Writmgs ( next the Provi- 

dence of God ) of the former ages of the Church; I can 

hardly imagin ( againſt ſuch firength of oppolition and 

errors ) how Chriltian Religion » and the pure crurhs of 

it conld have devolved and arrived to our hands; and 

thoſe that have done ſignal ſervices in the Church , was 

by their pens) as anciently St. Ag.8&c. who makes it his 

excuſe to withdraw himſelf trom his former profeſſion 7/1, profe/;- 
of Rhetorick ; becauſe he ſpent ſo much his breath and ons pre diff - 
} lungs; and amongſt our Moderns famous Dr. Reynolds , culrare (pi- 
who was held nor to be {o well gifted for utterance; and rand:, ac do- 
preaching, ſaid, Evangelizo manu & ſcriptione , what he lore pettoris 
could not ſo well with his Tongue and voiec, he preach- non ſuffice- 
ed with his hand and pen; So 1 ſay , for ſuch as cannot rem, Conf, 
with us paſſe ſowell for preaching, may art lealt for their /ib, 9, cap. 
other parts and abilities be art leaſt accompred of us as the 5, 

Gibeonites of old to be Hewers of wood, and Drawers of 

water for the houſe of God ; eſpecially (uch as may be very oſh. 9, 
uſefull ro us in Wales for the (omroverſaries, and tor the 
tranſlation of ancient and modern Books into the language | 

which is fomerhing wanting of things inthar kind, and 

hath bur irs meer a»triquity ro credit it : For whichpaing 

I humbly conceive , they might well be accompred 

Members of the Miniſtery , and be — incou* 

raged and cheriſhed » _s not leave us altogether ute- 

leffe ro droop and languiſh away in ſad melancholy, and 

penury, as they doe, &c, neittier would; bur that others 

that fone to gifts of another-accortpt , be but incou- 

raged : 


But with theſe one or two Cautions; 1. That 
the able Miniſters frequently mind them , not to pre- 
ſume wholly upon the firength of their gifts, and coen- 

\ deavour to'tmprove this by indullry and {tudying; and 


to be as irl the nature of rhe Carechyſte and Letbores ol 
E 2 the 


(28) 
the ancient times » before they ruſh into the publick, 
preachmg the word. 

2. * Andthat theable Miniſters preſcribe unto them, and: 
all others, ſome modeſt R pes 1n _—_— Scriptures; 
For we have now a dayes an «ptreſſe to be ſelf-conceited, 

| and to prefer our own ienſe before the ſoundelt inter- 

| "Andthat they d Ne into the pub- 

And that t onot over preiie 1nto the pu 

; lick Miniftery (a fault much , > theik rimes \nkweby 

the gravity and reverence of the fun&ion doth ſuffer ;, 

they inltancing the youth of Timothy, who was no 01 dine- 

ry perjon, bur a rare foul., that prophecies went of him » 

and Paxls holy hand was upon him; and is {aid to be learn- 

ed in the Scriptures from a child » which perhaps imports, . 

not only the Canonical. Scriptures , but the whole » ih. 

Dvm:ty, ure Iam we little-value the Counce] of a Phy- 

Niſs quis 4- ſfician, or. Lawyer. ax the years of ſome Preachers: I find 

pudHeb.30. that Jerome ſays, That the Prieſts would not be permitted to 

any. imple- read the firſt words of Geneſis, until 30. years old, the age 
verjr. nec. Our bleſſed Saviour is ſaid to begin to preach. 


principiaGe- 

neſeos legere The Wants, and Remedies for a ſupply of CAlinifters among 
erm tur « #5 in Wales.. 

Seld. de ſuc. 


Heb.p.44. Y. Contecile after our late ion of the Temple ( I may 
F Is Jand ejettion of Miniters, Churches have had lately 

a (ad face among us:&1 hear Riltothis inſtant,that many 

princ pal Towns of Wales want Miniſters, or uſe of 

Llanbadarn, thc adminiſtrations publikely among them ; what 1 
vary infCar- cannot bur ugon my own ſad. experience mention; the 
digas ſhire, Pariſh whereof Iam being one ofthe goodlieſlt Pajzſhes 
of Wales containing in common compure. aboye 20G0 
Communicants, anddivers perſons of ſpecial _y , 

hath not, above this twelve month had apy ſetled Mi- 

| niſter; thegrearmeſſe of che :mypropriation , being ar leaſt 

1 £00 4, per anmwm , with the appurtenant profits , and. 

the ſmallineſſe of the (tipend being bur 20 1. per amwm 

beingithe cauſe of our unhappinetie.; 1 coul 7 


(239) 
eg a2 Miniſter ſairable to the gr avitie and conſider able» 
fs Su a place; and I AS. mes the piety of his 


1gnefſe and thoſe in authority under him,” wil find « Thcb. 


Gomperency Out of ſuch a revenxe, to furniſh ſuch places 
with a due inc for anable Minifer, 

But all this as a Digreſſion, now. for our number and 
ſupply of Miniſters » as to our preſent exigence, Ihum- 
bly conceive ſuch of our mere tolerable ejeRed Mini 

their reformation and ſubmirring to the prelenc 
Cr may be of uſe to the Minifiery, _ 

I doubt not» and know there are many ot our Coun- 
trymen of able parts, and virtuouſly diſpoſed , benefi- 
ced in England or inthe Univetfities, that would glad- 
ly ofter eic being and Talents among us ; if they fee. 
ae 7 mn aniwerable co their minds ; bur are; 
kept back becauſe of their incapacity with the judge-' 
ment and forwes of others , nnider whoſe checks their 
diſpofition can mn rs + a ity yr ce vagriore 
many ingenuous ons droop 
down the head, eſpecially in the Univerſities, eatrinn 
any.other courſe of life and profeſſies , rather than the 
Miniſtery: and divers uponſuch difcouragements bera- 
king themſelves unto Popiſh Seminaries beyond Sea ; 
which, I pray God may be timely conſidered, and re- 
medied ameyg us ; which being redreſſed may afford us 
Wn ty nt hat mary ce from the cenge 
ply that the c 10” 
nal Churches (< could with any way Pula doe 
the buſineſle ) I doubt, will hardly perform , becauſe 1, 
fee them not trained but in ſome plain Engliſh or Welſh 
books, and that bur of one firain and opinion » which , 
no doubt may enable, to become [cv yg jeg 
26s 3 bur ſhort ( 1 conceive ) of the digni title of 


knowing and orthodox Divines , and Miniſters, which 
doubrleiſe infthis'intelligent age, muſt have. ſomething 
of excellency mare than ordipary, to keep up the Ho- 
nour and Reverence of the Calling and Religion ; for as 
ſamcrimes mavy may be amgmgred good Preachers, and 

| 3 yer 


ale 


(30) 
be none of the beft Chriſtians, ſo many a Chris 
Nias may be none of the beſt Preachers, as god gitrs 
mentioned , and the publike Miniſtery. 

4 Our therefore moſt ready conrſe is to be ( as former 
_ times )beholding unto the 2 famous Lamps of the Land, 
the Univerſities; indeed a' favour from them ( under his 
Hi whoſe goodnefle we lay claim to )asro have 
Such as Ea- a a ares for a Colledge or two among us in Wales, 
ton and —=—W doubrleſte, highly advance us for a tupply of able 
Wincheſt, Miniſters ; but this wiſh, wichour the leaft intrench» 
ment untoour two CMother great Univerſities ; but as 
An honeſt wholy derivative and ſubordinate to them, both for Pro- 
way fora feſſors and Degrees ,or thence confirmed , bur all will 
Colledge Re- (ay, the difficulty is the Matter of Revenue, and Main- 
Venue. rehance ; but where his Highnefſe the ProteRor hath 
tris ſmile rewards, the Word 4fſcwkie ſignifies nothing; 
and doubrlefle he that hath hitherro given us ſuch a 
plentifull caſt of his goodneſſe , will noc in fuch a mat+ 
cer of honour to himſelf and our Nation , be wanting to 
us; andas for Revenues, 1 verily think thoſe of the 
hte ſequeſirations of Churches well' managed would 
afford mach ps 3 and if chey be ſhort , ler us confidet 
* And ſome the Revenues of our 4 Biſhopricks , which are flipped 
are opinio- Into (everal private hands, npon eafie Bargains : * And I 
ned there could Chriftianly intreat chem» and all others that have 
mipht an advanced their ſtore and tortunes by the lare times, our 
_ aiſco- oftheirahundance, to part withiſome Mites towards ſo 
Very onro Pons and hononrable a work'; indeed ſuch Actions as 
ſuch —_ theſe, and to cloaththe nahed, and feed the Hungry'; be- 
that might come the Servants and Champions of Chriſt : Let us 
without of - but conſider, if former Apes had 'been ſo cold'in rheir 
fence to any, Charities of this kind; We ſhbuld nor have beheld rhe 
be found for ws Any Aron ſtywBteres ; 49 the Charches and (ob 

the advance ledges of this land ; Bur ſome wilt fayyall this was 


of ſo pious a iwtimesof llindnefſe and Poppry', ro merir Heaven; 

deſign, and be thar granred, yet inthis time of grearer lighty ic 
wilt be onr diſhonourro dowrhing bucheap up 

&e. andthough not to werrHeaveny yet to wer Her 

. nmowr 
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or to our name from poſterity, ter us not Rick to lay: 


torch our ſelves in ſuch Deeds : and I doubt not bur 
it wonld be much acceptable to. Godyzand all Men of 
Vertues 

The laſt Thing ſhall propound in order to ſupply, is, 
That I could with-cheGentry would-more freely deyore 
their Children ( like ſo many Sawxels.), unto God and 
his Miniltery- This doth much lead the, Amiſh Dame 
in her heights of Glory and Pride, by engagl the belt 
Ravkes 2d Nobilicy iacheir Ecclefaltion, Onyers, And 
though I aim not at ſuch a grandeur, and ſplendor as 
they ; yet to chuſe them our of the better ſort for the 
Miniſtery ( I humbly conceive) being thereto qualified, 
would be an honelt avd Chiiſtian politie co maintain 
the reputation of the calling ; and I could with all 
thers to be ebſervant ofthe Genius and diipoſition of 
their Children, and'they of the ſweereft nature to. af- 
fign over to the ſervice of God,and a ſuppply of his Mi- 
wltery. 1 confeſle formerly hicherto we ordained them 
to the more advantagious profeliians, as the Law» \&c; 
Bur I doubt not. but. God in hisgoodctime » through 
bis Highneſſe wiidom, wil yet find a way of fair in- 
couragement for his worſhip and ſervice. 

Having thus briefly ſhewed our helps and Remedies, 
as ta the Minultery, I conceive. alſo our Recongiliatian 
about ſome trivial differences / concerning the Sacra- 
ments, and the other adminiltrations; would -avail our 
deſign, which I ſhall humbly offer. 


The vAmthors Modeſt judgement about Baptiſm, 


and reconciling 12; Diffarences.. Graves ex= 
citarunt in 

; Uch js the noiſe and difference concerning the uſe Eccleſia twy- 
M of this holy Infticution or Sacrament ; a milery it bavy nectu- 
cems,as 1 may (ay , fatal unto thele lat times the mulmnar: 
Church never troublipg ic felt formerly in che kinde as deſinwne, [ne 
we doe;3bout it, which Mr.Calvin in a more than ordi- ts. /ib, 4.. 
naty ſtray of a pious palkon, dath bewail, Phrenetici fp cap. 16.. 
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ries hoc ſeculoz& ec, Truly I look uponit as 2 judge- 


+ ment for the great abufe of ic ; for Baptiſm was by moſt 


made onely a of Formality ; little or nocare taken 


eicher by the Undertakers, or the Parencs for the mind- 


ing or infruging of the Children inthe holy Things 
ns Promiſes of Ir and this isthe cauſe vihy io many 
«Chriſtians are in name ant tle only,& fo few indeed, and 
really ſo. And hence every one thinking himſelf as good 
a Chriſtian as another ; becauſe ( they tay ) Chriftened : 
The bad) or rather no Chriftiaty and perſe- 
cutes the good, and wofull miſchiefs and uncharitable- 
neſſe growes betwixt all ſorts; And though this be (ad, 
yer wholly to deprive Infancs ofthe Benefit of Baptiſm, 
1s, I humbly conceive, of wor(e conſequence ; eſpecial- 
ly chere 'being a golden Mean and Remedie rhar mighr 
be found againlt the former evils : Doubtleſſe Circam- 
ciſion was a lively Type and Similirnde of Bapriſn, as Mr. 
Calvin ( me thinks unanſwerably ) makes ; and 
chough in ſome Excetnals , and inconſiderable points, ir 
holds not ; yer inthe ſubſtance, as ſerving co the fame 
»ſc and ends, as CHMorrnfic ation, Remiſſion fins, and Pro- 
miſes of Grace, Circumciſion, and Baptiſm, doth ſo clear- 
ly face and anſwer each other, as I ſee nocolour for any 
ro'ftand out, bur ſuch that love Comtention, more than 
Charity ; The ObjxxQions are fo well known , rhac I 
need not (were able) to reſolve them, the Xain in- 
deed is, we finde not in the New Teſtament any Cone. 
miſſion Or ex for it ; yer finding that Famihes and 
whole houſholds were bapriſed , it is as likely as not , 
that Infants might be them » as there, where 


.- the Keeper of the Priſon is ſard to: be baptiſed, and all his 


ſtraightway - moſt probably his Children and Infants 

were in the number. Wefinde not inthe New Tetta- 

ment any ponents or inſtance ro give the Sacrament to 
p 


Women : or any expteſle poſitive comtnand to 
keepand change the Sabbock : yer to follow the Rt 


and univerlal praiſe of the Church herein being belt, 
and why may wenot for baptiſing Infancs do the fame, 
| Leg 
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Let ns but look up tothe Primicive Church, and we Fatt rarmm 
ſhall find that they did not only baprile Infants , but firit in werer: 
gave them the Lords Supper, as Mr. Caivm confelleth, 74 Eccleſia, 
and is uied in ſome parts of the Ealtern Church till. «r ex Cyor - 
And what ſay we tothat dark place of the Apoltle( which 40 & Avg. 
he makes che great Argument of the Reivrrection ) the conſtar. 1»:- 
Bapriſing for the Dead; whence is evinced , That if ſti. cap. 16. . 
Baptiſm was thoughtto be availeable tor the Dead then 46. 4, ſett. 
much more muſt it be forthe Living. And it che Pri- 30. 

mitive Chucch rthonght che Lordg Supper neceſſary to 1 Cor. cap. 
be given unto Intants> much more then may wee think 1 5. v. 29. 
Bapriſmy &c- Mr. Calvin conceivesthat Infancs dying) 

baptiſed, though wanting faith, and thoſe requitites Qu0s plcno 
believers ip years have, that Ged may have lome more {ucts ſue 
ſecret mercies, and irradiations of his countenance up» fulgore 1il- 
on them, ſuitable to their condition, We hr.d our Sa- ſtrawwrus c/t 
viour a great friend of lirtle ones, taking chem mro his domintss cur 
arms and bleſſing them » and reproving bis Diſciples for non iis -- ft 
hinder ing them, aying» Of ſuch were the K ingdomns of God , ita bbwerity 
were 4r-but toimitate him, Jet us deſcend into all the exigua ſcm- 
tenderneſs and compaſſion as may be of them, having the cilla irradia- 
whole Church of God ( until a few of theſe laſt workt ret, & Set, 
pes] to lead us inthe ule and praftile of Baptifing 1 9.r ſ#pr 4. 
them. 
But ſome of the more learned may (ay, that among Obje#, 

the Ancients we find many were not baprited, until they 
came to good yeary as St. eAngnſtine, and divers 0- 
thers» &c. This-makes nothing, that though ſome par- 
ticular men» for ſome reaſons , were not then baprtiied 
until good years ; but that the generality, and cho!e rhat 
deſcended from Chrillian Parents» were baptiſed 1n- 
fants. Some, as Axſtine and the like, were to gravple 
with the objections; of humane rea/ch againkt che my- 
lteries and fimplicity of Chriſtianicie, and-until rhey had 
yor the conqueſt, and be throughly retolved and (erled, 

id deferr Baptiſm ; and the like might be allowed (111, 
uponthe fame (core : Though it is more proper for Hea- 
thens, Jewes, and Mahometans, than thoie that deicend 
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from Chriſiian linnage : Ir ſeems, as by what he fays of 
his friend Alipess,ad ipſam Chriſt ianan fidens pigrins me- 
vebarur ; that he and other great wits made pauſes , and 
came by degreeto highelt Chriſtianity ; parrly I ay, as 
to be throughly ſaristied , and haply to letthe hear and 
remprations'ot youth paſſe over : Burt this was» I ay 
bur as to {ome parcicular men,whoſe condition and con» 
verſion was notas uſual: Bur generally the Children ob 
(\brifiians is conceived to have been all baprized.” And 
as for St, A«guſtinehe doth darkly hint, that from! his 
Mothers Womb he had ſome Earneft or ſymbol 'of Bap»- 
ti'me,cr .t; and yet there confeſlerh a further defire of 
Bajtiſme, which uponhis recovery he agairy delayed : 
which places, me thinks, ( with all humble ſfubmuſſion ) 
might HS — unto us ſome kind of expedient to reme= 
die our differences about Baprilme; and theretorel be- 
ſecch let none flartle and be difpleaſed at me for: this 
expreſſion of my very conſcience ; that » me thinks, the 
piety and wildom olwandy religious Divines and Mi- 
niftcrs amongſt us, might eafily bring abont ſome ſuch 
expedicnt., conſidering the right uſe of that ancienc 
Rue ' in the Chriſtian Church , called I nion or 
laying; on of hands» ( orher names it hath had) which , 
no doubt among other ſacred uſes from the primitive 
Church hach beervever ufed in favour of infant Baptiſm , 
andthz2 Lord hath been pleaſed often to confign it' wathy 
{pccial effects of his grace and bleſling ro that end: And 
I do not find any of the judicious Proteftant Davines or 
confeſſions againit rhe right uſe of ic,he among rhem that 
I tnd lefſe favourable ro it,is Mr, Calvin; bur he mainly 
is avainſt iras a Sacrament, and the abuſe and corruption 
of it, a: 1eſtrainmg only to the hands of Biſhops, and 4 ſeem- 
ing valging it above Baptiſm &c. and where he ſeems a 
litcle againlt it; becauſe thoſe miraclous effe&s are not 
row ſeen to accompany it , as inthe Apoſtles and pri- 


illa conferri mitiverimes ( with reverence to his name YI'humbly 
d: fit quor- conceive the ſame may as well be objeRed againitpray- 


tum pertinet ing, preaching, andthe other Ordinances as well , there ap-- 
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pearing not now the ſame effeAs with themy as in many impe- 
thole turſt Times ; bur in the main and what 1 drive at, poſitio, 1r/t. 
v1, That Children firſt baptiſed, and comming to the nſe 1b. 4, cap. 
ef reaſon, ſhawld cometo pm accomre of thei falth. ang 19. 
promiſes, and be inftrutted in the-principal Myiteries of T alem ergo 
( briſtianity, with the ſolemnity of Lay.ng on of hands, and yzqyyyn; 
Benedittion, Mr. C: alvin is loftar trom being againlt it, 1mpo ſitionems 
that he hiohly commends and approves of it, and wiſhes .t Judo, re- 
were again reſtored to its right uſe : 'And 1n the lalt Seztion #;rurums in 
concludes with an Vimane morem retineremus quem apnd py ung uſum 
weteres fuiſſe admoni » and even for thole very realons yel;m. Sett, 
which we are aggrieved, the extreames- whereof, and 4, ;biq, 
inconvenrences on all hands, would be remedied ((airh 
he ) as the care and neg ligence of Parents would be ſtirred Hac diſei- 
awakened. More Unity, (onſent , and accord among pling paren- 
Chriſt; ans , and le iſe apneſſe fo ſup imo variety of odd 0pini- nm tgnay.a 
ons in Religion, there being a conſt am Syſt eme and Model accuernr, 
of Dattrme among them. Further to demonltrate the major in 
want of ſuch-a means amongſt us is needleſs. To bap- populo (hri- 
riſe Infants, only that as a Ceremonie, as by former #;axo £e 
experience,ſo as not one of a hundredbapti/ed,l date lay, conſenſus, 
generally came ever to underitand their Conditions, and Nec temere 
the weight of their profeſſion made &c, and I confelle wy o& pe. 
a very great inconvenience this hath along with it , regring dog- 
bur on the other fide, ro deny Baptiſm to Infants , WE maribus 2 
know not the danger of our #ncharitableneſs to them. riperentur, 
We are Amtipodes, and croſt to the prattiſe of the Church &;, jvjd, 
in all Ages , and foment endleſs Matter of ( omtention 4- 
mongſt our ſelves, And to falve theie foul ex- 
rreams » ſurely there can bee no be:ter Expedienc 
and Mean ,' than ſome ſuch Thing that 1s formerly - 
mentioned. 
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The differences about the Lords Supper 
reconciled. 


Irſt, fome are not ſatished with the uſual names, ng 
Sacrament, Communion, Euchariſt, or the Lords Sup+ 
per, and Breakjng of Bread mult carry it from them all 3 
I confeſle a very proper and ancient fit name ; ſo it ſhould 
not claſh & fi out the other forzmenrtioned reverent 
names) out of Humour and affetation ; and ſome con- 
ceive it ſavours more popiſhly than the other; becauſe 
of its alluſion to the Communion in one kind among 
them ; but were there no ſtrife ' but for the name 5 all 
would be well ; for rhe perſons receiving » there 15 no 
ſmall variance ; indeed ro makeno difference , and to 
entertain all looſe, ſcandalous perſons, hath been a foul 
fault ; but again coſtand over-precilely , and to admir 
none bit ſuch as can give clear evidences of grace » by 
definitions, &c, may be ſomewhat an extream. In rhe 
Primitive times , we fihd, thar all hapreſed, and did 
believe the Arcicles of Chriſtian faith , had no noto- 
rious crimes , were accompred capable of rhe Sacra- 
'ment. IT wiſh all could expreſſe and define (piricual 
things; bur that 18 many times upon a perions audacity 
and natural facutties and one may define faith and wanc 
it, and anorhernor be {o well able ro define, and: yer 
have it : As for the differences concerning the geſture ; 
ſome conceive it beſt to ſtand ſtrict ro the confor- 
mity of the firſt inſtitution; but that ſounds not ſafe, 
* bur inferrs other harſh circumſtances; as it muſt rthen 
, be in an #pper Chamber , and #1 the night time » after Swp- 
pr, 
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think kyerling > rhe moſt beleemingj gefivre » 
becauſe” the Se) geſture of a and moſt 
Yeverencs, and uſed generally in all ages; and 
to be againſt it , becauſe the Papitts kneel at 
the Sacrament , were as well not to kneel at pray- 
er, becauſe they ſo doe. Butas I ſaid, the gritwre 
in any kind ſhould not cauſe variance , it heing nor 
of rhe eſſence and ſubſtance of the thing , which alone 
1s of the heart and faith of the receiver ; and to con- 
form to the cuſtome of the Church and Congrega- 
tion where one is > is Chriſtian diſcretion » and 
fafe. Much ir is to be wiſhed , that the uſe of this 
Sacrament were more frequent among us. The S«b- 
both, or Lords day, we find anciently filed Dies panis 
or day of breaking bread, &c. and which I will cloſe 
with a worthy obſervation. Po ibly , we haves ea- 
fon to iſay, that the wars of > ing domes , the ani- 
moſities of Families , 'rhe infinite nawltitnde of Law= 
ſuts, the perſonal hatreds, and the wniverſal want 
of ( harity , which hatch made the world miſer able and 
mon wg , in a a =” IE ro the 

of thus preat '# nſtrument of Charity ; 
x# bleſſed Sacrament of the Lords Supper, f 


( until of late among us in Wales 
rages and Bwrials , &c. becauſe ſagreement a= 
tour them , I would be loath bur mention them ; 
the late AR hath ftated the firit, ro whom Tand 
all ſhould ſubmir ; yer with humble cxave of par- 
don to give my poor judgement ; I doubt not the 
wiſe makers of the A& intended no otherwiſe , bur 
God ſhould be invoked upon ſolemnly in an AR 
of ſo great moment , they were to deal with the 
evil and prudential part of CHverriages » and have 

F4 F 3 theze-- 


The other leſſe principal ar) T mean uſuall Marriages, 
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mean UuMar- & Burials. 


Tthat ſome 
preſence of 
the CAimr and England, is to perform ſomething, as to mind us 


fter. 
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therein well provided,& queſtionleſly implicitly con- 
ceived the Religion and Duty ro God inthe At; as 
where it is not expreſſed-howlong Husband and Wite 
is to continue fauhbfull;and loving $&c. (at which there 
are vulgar Caills ) yer during life is implyed; and ir 
were to bee ay 

ſome additionall Explanations of the AG in char 
behalf in as for Marriages and Burials , -and ſome 
Sacred Rjtes accompanying them, I finde, through 


all Religions and Nations that ever have beene, 


which I accomprt from the Lawes of Nature. Our 
Saviour gracing Marriage with his prelence and firſt 
Miracle, and in which great AR, -1t 15 laid » That 
whom God hath put together , let no man put aſſunder. 
And therefore doubtleiſe his Name » and ſome So- 
lemnuies aniwerable » were to goe along, were it 
bur to (tamp.an awe and Reverence upon lo weighty an 
affair to our life, 

2+ And for Burials the like is tobe ſaid, it be- 
ing agreeable tothe uſe of all Nations (as an influx 
of Nature ) and certainly thelate omiſſions ofour M1- 
nifters hath begot hard thoughts among the common 
people;they commonly ſaying, That without f Burials 
they are lett like Dogs, &c.. Sure I am, the DireRo- 
ry» and the manner and uſe I hear and ſee at Londow 


of the immortality and reſurretiou , ( the ſenſe 
whereof is much feared will be loſt among us inWales, 
withour ſome better courſe be taken ) ak {ome of 
our Preachers alledge to the people, that there is no 
mention in Scripture, bur only we read our Saviour 
and others were only buried, &c. 1 ſhall deſire hum- 
bly and friendly co acquaine them , that where on- 
ly Burying and Burials are only named ; yet by im- 
plication , they muſt underſtand ſuch Burials were 
according to the Cultoms and Rires of ſuch Nati- 
#5, and what they had among all Nations , and ef- 
; pecially 
oy 


( 1n due. tame ) there were 
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ally the Jews, I refer you tothe learnedto be in- See Goaw, 
Ermed They had their Cups of Bleſſing and Conſola- Amiq. 285. 


r:ons, their con;ugal Santtifications, and ſacred Poems, 


And if the Pagen and Blinder Nations wanted not ſome See Rab: 
means ro-mind them of another future being ; how Aſodena: 
much more ſhould Chriſtians have ſome 1olemni- i741[- 
ries, ( at leaſt ) ro afte& the common people with the 1654+ 


ſenſe of the immortality and Reſwrrettion, 


A" parherick Concluſion ro: all that bear the name of 
Chriſtians, unto Love, Peace and Unity. 


BY this time wee have perceived what ſo much 
hinders our happineiſe , and the Proſperity of 
Religion among us. That it would pleale God all 
{er their __ and Endeavours, to avoid all 
means that rends to Strife. and Difſentions, and e- 
very one to 'pray, and (irive to have a part of that 
healing Spirtc, his Highneſle in his pious Confr- 
derations' commended to us; alas ! that we could 


bur conſider how Love- and - Unity concerns the The Humi- 
intereſt of Chriftianitie in the World. There. are /iation, 24 
thole that ' ſimply imagine ( like the Donatiſts okof March 
old) that think none. belong to God and are to 1654. 

be ſaved, but ſuch-cf their own Judgement and Aorive 1, 


Opinion, and-thofe confined to this narrow pars 
of the world; doubtleſie , his (wrch and People 
holds ſome proportion to his greameſſe and immen- 
fitie, Weread , That in every Nation he that feareth 
him, and workgth righteonſneſſe , is accepted of him ; 
and the Angels ar to gather the Eleft from the four 
Corners of the Earth, and' before the Throwe were of all 
Kinreds, and Tongues & Nations. They that make the 
favorable(t computation for the extent of Chriſtianity, 
and dividing the World into 30 parts, the Chri- 
ſtians part is as 5» the Mahometans, 6. yen 
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Laters, 19. And Egxrope atone : the leaſt of the o- 
ther four Parcs can moſt entirely challenges it , 
and of it the Turke hath his (hare, and conlider 
what a ſhare and portion-the Pope holds, the Re- 
mainder being bur ſhare and portion 'of the Refor- 
med Churches ; mcompariſon of which, be it con- 
fidereds how 1licrle a ſhare and piece our Land and 
Nation 1s, and contider ana our ſelves, how 
few we doe accompt to be true Chriſtians, and the 
Godly; and I ſuppole, upon 16 rigid an Acconpu 
the cormm will hardly amount-.cro make 1t our Sa» 
viours Little Flock; for the Word Flock, doth ins 
port a number , which apono ſevere a reckoning '## 
mong our felves as Chrittians, will 4n compari 
of ſo wait a bodys and maſſe: of men, hardly come 
up to Vnites 'or Ones: fo as ro make up this flock, 
we mult have that Charity to look about into. o#: 
ther Quarrers and Regions of the World. And 
doubclefle » did we thus conſider the fewneſle of 
Chriſtians , even in outward profefſhon , it ſhould 
move us to more icharity one towards the other , 
how different ſomeve”” un ſome Matters of Jwdge- 
avert and forms. 
2 It would be a gre. Motive to Love and Unt- 
ty , to conlider that the greateſt ſcandall. and Re- 
proach the Enemies to Chriſtian Religion hath» 1s 
ro twitt us with our Differences and Difſſentions ; 
and were it bur to ftopp their mouthes, and to 
keep off the diſparagement and diſhonour from our 
Religion, we ſhould incline all co Love and Charity 
among our ſelves. 
3- Ir is the onely probable means 'to ſet up the 
] of Chriſt in the Worlds how to advance 
it in the World, and by what Means, I leave 0- 
thers 'to their 'gueſſe. © But me-thinks ( with /all 
humble reverence: rorthe Secrets of God) the Lord 
in his good time will baniſh the Evil Spirit of Er- 
r0A 
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irorſ and Diſſention, that hath ſo long annoyed hig 


_ 'Church People » and breath ſuch a 'Sfirn (- as 


that betwixt Joſeph and his brethren ) into them. For 
1 conceive it ſomewhat rational; that ſome ſuch thing 
may be, for ler us look up into the former Rare of the 
Church, and we ſhall find nothing hath been more 
banefull an1 defiructive unto it, .than Difſentions 
and Errors, and therefore Peace, Unity, and Chari- 
gy mult neceſlarily be thought moſt advantagious for 
its recpyery and advancement » and this happineſs 
is molt feared- ſhould beryde ir » by its greateſt e- 


'memies, as our ingenious Countryman Mr. Howel 7, 
obſerves, that the Turkes in their Leranie, pray, that ,_ pa 


the Dilcords and Diſſentions of Chriftendom may 
continue, and when ever it fa}ls our otherwilesthere 
are among them very fatal prophefies, as in the Turk- 
1h Hiftory you may lee. 

_ |. There are thole «that hold it neceſſary there 
ſhould be Herefies and Diviſions us, from 
that Text, Opportet eſſe Hereſes, &c. ele words 


were but occaſionally,co the (orimths, upon the dif- 1 Cor. 1 1, 
order at that time among them concerning the Lords v. 1 9, 


Swpper ; and without doubr, not meant by the A- 
tle as to the tolleration of Errors or Diviſions, 
t us doe what we can, Nolens Yolens, ſuch infe- 
licities we cannot prevent or hinder. As we com- 
monly ſay, there mult be Sizns, Sickneſſe, and Evids 
in the world, not that we ſhould give way to them, 
bur rather becauſe they 'will needs come upon us, 
we ſhould uſe the more (Care, Endeavorr, and Dr. 
ence, LO avoid and prevent them. And that above 
cued place, There muſt be Herefies, ſounds alike with 
that place. Mart. 18.v.7. It muſt needs be that offen- 
ces come , but woe to that Man by whom the oft.nce 
comes. 
By the ticle youſee here, we may diſcern how ir 
concerns all who'bear the name -of Chrittians » WM 
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be in the terms ofChariry, Peace &tnitywith each other 
ſome excelent men 1 find that hath laid this very much 

In his Spe- to heartias Sir Ed.Sandies,who(as the Epiltolar faich) 

culum Exs gave ſuch 4 blow ro Popery , that ſuch another would 

Yoptyor vie makg his Tower fall about his ears , Writing at leaſt 50 

of Rel. gion palt ; beſides thole many paſſages of itate, it containg 

im the We- many oblervable rhings, as to our times; and all upon 

tern jars of the deep ſenſe of che miſeries of Chriltendom ; andiits 

the world, diſtraction ; and what rare paſſages he propounds ' for 
the remedy upon thole 5 forts of Unities ro be confi- 
dered. 1. The Unity of verty. 2. The Unity of Per- 
ſwafion, 3. The Unity of Charity, 4. The Unity of 

p. 139. eAmthority. 5, The Hay of Neciſſiry, 1 leave ro 

P. 201, the judicious and charitable , and reter the knowing 

Reader, and all in authority, to ponder, I cannor bur 

mention that he there charges a)l that are in extremes 

and thoſe in all parties that fiand in the termes of 

ſcrapuloſity, ſtiſfneſſe, and opinionativeneſſe, to be the 

Authors of the Cliurch irs milery, and rvine of the 

e!ory and grace of Chrittendom ; a Liſt of (uch - Worx 

In Annetin thies we allo find ( and that moſt Proteſtants) in the 

Caſſ. " learned and charitable Grotins; and ir woul pleaſe 

God to incline the n_ Miniſters and Paſtors of the 

Ard cer- Nations unto the ftudy ot Charity ( atleaſt among o- 

14;nly no o- ther , though leſle ) unto their other Notions; and 

ther greater Joubriefe they would hnd from the Lord a more 

meas to DPlentifull bleſſing upon them and their labours, which 

aduance the 1 Will _ with = cet my of an excellent man; Oh 

 » m of that onr Tonones ana Fent were met KIT theCom- 

_ "oy ths, 101 Enenerh {Chriſtendom , os ve h "3 pv 6 

Dr. Hall tance Noon wamed to nothing , and given way to the gle- 
Germ. riows Smn of the Goſpel, 

By this we may diſcern how much it' congetys all 
that bear the name of Chriſtians to be at peace and «- 
nity-chen how much more us among our ſelves int this 
Nation.. Oh that we would duly conſider, that God 
1s the God of Peace;ourSaviour the Prince of Peace; his 
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Goſpel the Goſpel of Paace,and leaving the world, his 
oreatelt Legacy he could bequeath was Peace ; and 
that we would conlider that Divine compariton of the 
Apoſtle, Though we are mary Members, yet but 
one body ; and make it ont great vork and bulineſſe 
to have Charity with each other ; Ir 1s the very mark 
and badge our Saviour hath left, to diliinguith us 
from others, yl this the rap know you are mine, if 
you love one anot her : And the Apoltley as not valuing 
any. thing with it » bids u8 above all things to have fer- 
vent Charity among our ſelves; And the writings of the 
Apottle , — {paring in matters of other great 
moment ; yet Charity » as being that gift of grearelt 
conſequence to Gods Church and peopte ( and in the 
want thereof it hath molt, and flill will ſufter ) doth 
moſt frequently inculcate it, and the mention of »t 
runs like a golden vein through all their Writings, as 
intimating how much we ſhould vaize and prattiſe 
iz above all Notions and Dyggies whatioever. That 
we all having one Lord, Faith, one Baptiſme , 
Hay all with one heart, and ene month, g lorifie God , the 
Father of our Lord Ieſus Chit. 


Deo Gloria, 


11119 15 MAXIM, 


Written by "the ſame "Anthor formerly , The Parlia- 
ment explained to Wales, 1646, 

triten by the ſame Author (but rot ya publiſhed ) Fox 
| Sangwinis or the wart of juſtice 1g ant Blood and Minr- 
| ther m Wales with the corrmptions of 1nries, OT, 
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